
COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHOOL

PARENT TEACHER ASSOCIATION INC.
425 West 123rd Street, New York, NY 10027

March General Meeting Minutes (2022-2023)
Location: ZOOM

Tuesday, March 14, 2023
6:15PM to 7:30PM

1. Call to Order & Welcome
● Co-presidents Nydia Prishker and Leanne Gonzalez-Singer call meeting to order at 6:20p.m with

88 participants
● Muna Heaven served as Spanish interpreter and translated the meeting live on Zoom.

2. Approval of Minutes
● The link and QR code for minutes from last month’s meeting were projected on screen for all

those present to review.
● Co-Recording Secretary, Laurie Brown Kindred, summarized last month’s meeting minutes.
● Motion to approve minutes from February meeting and minutes were approved with 100%

participation.

3. Co-President’s Report - Leanne Gonzalez-Singer
● Farewell and Congratulations Principal I.A. Lenice Nelson! Thank you for your service! She has

been promoted to Student Services Manager for Community School District 5
● Welcome to our new Principal: Vikram Arora! Principal Arora started at CSS on Monday, March

13th, 2023 and previously worked as the Assistant Principal of Mathematics at Bronx Science.
● Communications Updates:

○ PTA Executive Board has emailed Superintendent Sean Davenport regarding the space
issues at 425 West 123rd; the email mentioned that a new space is being vacated by
another charter school that could serve as a possible relocation site for KIPP STARR;
Supt. Davenport responded that he will elevate this issue to the Deputy Chancellor.

○ PTA Co-Presidents have contacted the NYPD requesting additional security
(a temp guard was placed at security desk on Friday, March 10). Officer Pamela Lifesly
admitted that there is a shortage of school security officers, but PTA is working on getting
the position permanently filled.

4. Treasurer’s Report
● As of close of business Feb 1, 2023 there is $72,710.63 in the PTA bank account. There are $250

worth of pending charges, leaving a current register balance of $72,460.63
○ Receipts for February

■ Uniform/Spirit Wear Sales = $1232.00
■ Bake Sale = $957.00
■ Membership Donations = $855.00

○ Expenses in February
■ Dept./Grade Level Grant -$136.88 Community Builder, 8th Grade
■ Dept./Grade Level Grant - $918.62 Replacement Robotics Kits and Tools, 10th
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Grade
■ School Wide Support - $266.26 Tissues,
■ PayPal/Square/Ludus Expenses - $53.50
■ Cultural Heritage - $28.11 Black History Month Flags (3)
■ Cultural Heritage - $250 Piano Accompaniment for Black History Month

Showcase
■ Cultural Heritage - $200 Performer for Black History Month Showcase
■ Food for Events/Conferences - $59.96 Open House Refreshments, $480 PTA

Parent Mixer
● We are in great shape to fund items that CSS needs and we want to continue to support our

students and teachers. Please donate what you can through the spiritwear store portal or paypal!
● Also, the PTA Assistant Treasurer position is currently vacant. If you are interested in volunteering

for this position please contact me.
● Finally, please feel free to contact the PTA Treasurer, Starr Peoples, or any PTA Executive Board

Member with any questions you may have.
● Reminder, we have IRS 501(c3) status as a public charity, so donors can deduct contributions.
● The Running Budget Worksheet was presented.

5. WELCOME TO OUR NEW PRINCIPAL Mr. Vikram Arora
● Principal Arora introduced himself and described his background on getting into education as an

instructor and then an administrator at Bronx Science (and talked through the improvements).
● CSS is the first school for which he sought the position of Principal and he is very happy to be a

part of the CSS community! He talked about how he’s filled with confidence as he talks to CSS
teachers, and is open to communication and talking about problems (please make an
appointment with his secretary). He discussed the need to be strategic and logical regarding
space issues.

6. CSS DIPLOMA / COMMUNITY SERVICE - Bilingual High School Counselor, Elsa Cordoba
● Ms. Cordoba discussed the credit requirements and Regents requirements for four options for

high school diploma (see table of graduation requirements in slide show attached below):
○ NYS Regents Diploma

■ Credit Requirements: 44 minimum required credits (every student must
complete these REQUIRED credits: English, Social Studies & PE, plus 2 years
of Foreign Language)

■ Assessment Requirements: 5 required Regents exams (65+ passing score)
Math, Science, ELA Regents, Social Studies Regents (at CSS only give US
History Regents), +1 regents exam (another Math, Science or LOTE, aka
Spanish Regents)

○ NYS Advanced Regents Diploma
■ Credit Requirements: 44 minimum required credits (above NYS Regents Diploma

plus 3 years of 6 credits of Foreign Language)
■ Assessment Requirements: 9 required Regents exams (above, plus 3 math -

Algebra, Geometry and Trig; plus 3 Science exams - Living Environment, plus
option to pick 2 of 3, Earth Science, Chemistry or Physics)

○ CSS Diploma (not required for graduation but consistent with CSS’s curriculum):
■ Credit Requirements: 55 minimum required credits (above for NYS Advanced
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Regents Diploma plus 5 engineering and 5 philosophy)
■ Assessment Requirements: 9 required exams + 1 College Course + 150 hrs of

service (of which 100 hours must be from high school, 50 may be from middle
school); Community Service hours must be submitted to Counselor Cordoba
(community service hours are service that does not include compensation)

○ NYS Local Diploma (for Students with IEPs who don’t pass any of the above credit and/or
assessment requirements)

■ Credit Requirements: 44 minimum required credits
■ Assessment Requirements: 5 required Regents exams (55+ passing score)

7. CSS COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY (CSS-CU) COURSEWORK - AP ERIN FLAHERTY - open to
8th - 11th graders now!

○ CU College Edge (receive a transcript)
■ Credit-bearing; a “real” college course
■ Significant time commitment; meets multiple times per week and may have

additional small discussion sections
■ Readings done outside of class; students need independence and

socioemotional skills to seek office hours; TA support; etc
■ Students are in class alongside undergraduates
■ Summer College Edge is only for returning students

○ CU College Immersion (do not receive a transcript)
■ Non credit-bearing
■ Great entry point; great for summer
■ Lower time commitment (can be paired with other activities)
■ Highly engaging
■ Tailored towards high school students
■ High school students only
■ Summer Immersion is during the week; school year Immersion courses are on

Saturday and Sundays
■ Geared to younger high school students
■ All classmates will be other high school students

○ Application Process
■ Step 1: Students who meet GPA requirements are invited to apply to appropriate

program (Edge, Immersion, both); application requires essay response; may
reach out to Prof. Flaherty if questions about eligibility

■ Step 2: Teacher committee evaluates students using CSS-CU rubric (attached in
slide show below)

■ CSS-CU committee reviews & scores student application responses
■ Committee approves, approves conditionally, or disapproves student entrance to

CU
■ CU waives fees for College Immersion program; however waivers are limited and

student may be waitlisted
■ CU-College Edge does not have a specific cap
■ Approved students are onboarded to CU (given CUID, connected to advisor etc)
■ CSS has students apply well in advance due to multiple requirements from CU
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for registration; because of this, the course catalog may not be available at the
time of application; CSS advisor will help students register for appropriate
courses when course numbers and times become available

■ Success in the courses depends on a student’s independence and initiative; the
CSS-CU committee assesses these qualities in student applicants according to
the score reference rubric sheet (attached in slides below); CSS encourages
students to go through the application process themselves to demonstrate the
qualities necessary for success

■ Timely application is important because the courses fill up

● CSS-CU and IMMERSION COMMITTEE - rubric sheet

○ Students need to have a certain amount of skills in order to be eligible
○ Students should fill out their own application, look at the course catalog and choose the

courses for themselves
○ This is open to 8th graders
○ Biggest parental help is to give them the confidence to talk to the CSS support team
○ Application process is due on Monday 3/20/23
○ Is this worth it? It definitely adds to the homework load
○ As of 5/11, the proof of vaccine at CU will be lifted.

8. Facilities Report - VP of Facilities, David Thom (email at
PTAfacilities@columbiasecondary.org)

● Schoolyard is on track for completion sometime in Fall 2023 (which could mean December)
● School Construction Authority (SCA) has finally started scoping meetings on $2.4M pool and

$500k basement cafeteria renovations. Has not shared a timeline.
● SCA is unclear on when roof repairs will start. Facade repairs are almost done. Scaffolding has

been up more or less continuously for over five years but is hoping to remove it from W123rd in a
couple months. (no additional information on timeline has been provided)

● Library and Tech Room construction are not complete; final“punch list” may require 1-2 more
months. CSS’s use of and access to the Library and Tech Room remains unclear (will there be a
librarian? how will the books be acquired?); seeking clarification from the SCA.
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● CSS comprises 56% of the building population but has been receiving only ~25% of shared
space time periods. Process of working with other schools to better follow the DOE formula
needs to be rebuilt from scratch.

● No news on converting W123rd into a Play Street. Application submitted last fall, DOT was
supportive, but seems stalled. Lack of support from the three school admins may have been an
issue (parking).

9. Fundraising - Lilian Chow and Danille Hartley
● Spirit Wear Sales - Will consistently be on the first Monday of the month (take cash or card). We

NEED VOLUNTEERS! (students can also get community service hours). Please remind your
kids as we have purchased stock ready to be picked up!

● Green Clover Bake Sale - Friday, March 17th! We need 4 volunteers for each shift.
VOLUNTEERS & DONATIONS NEEDED! Links & QR codes to follow.

○ Future Bake Sales:
■ April 28th - Spring Bake Sale
■ May 12th - Teacher Appreciation Bake Sale
■ June 2nd - Last Bake Sale of the Year!

○ Students can earn up to 3 community service hours for baking for the Bake Sale!
● Annual Appeal

○ Goal for this year is $23,000.
○ We have fallen short of our goal this year; 8% of the families have donated to the Annual

Appeal for a total of about $15k
○ Our goal is to have 90% participation in the annual appeal by May’s Spring Fling.
○ Any amount that you give is greatly appreciated (AND TAX DEDUCTIBLE!)
○ See “Get Involved/Donate” on the CSS website
○ Examples of use of past funds: robotics, journalism club, uniforms for athletics, events

and food for events, teacher small grants

● Online Fundraisers
○ Farm to People is an online farmers market that sells locally grown and prepared foods;

use code FARMTOCSS so that portion of sales go to CSS PTA. See CSS family email
for details. https://farmtopeople.com/. As little as one item is a subscription. You can
order a la carte, as little or as much as you like. You can cancel at any time.

○ Also participate in BOX TOPS!
● Year Long Fundraisers

○ Dues Drive / Annual Appeal (see above)
○ Amazon Smile! - watch for the link in PTA Communications emails

● Spring Fling is coming BACK! In-person social and online auction!
○ Friday May 19th from 6 - 10 p.m. at CSS parent owned Cafe Buunii in Inwood 4961

Broadway
○ Ticket price is $65 per person/$100 per couple in advance; $75 at the door; includes food

and two drinks and entertainment, and three in-person live auction items
○ Please volunteer! There are several ways you can help out: donate food, help create the

video compilation, decorate, set-up, collect money at the door, strike at the end of the
night. Please email PTAspringfling@columbiasecondary.org

○ Donate auction items or procure them from local businesses. Examples from the past
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are: camping site donated by Prof Hubbard, Broadway tickets, art pieces and classes,
yoga training and sessions, sports event tickets, NYC City Hall tour by Mark Levine,
Texas Beach Front Condo for up to 8 people, college admissions and career counseling

○ If you have a great idea for an auction item, please send it to
PTAfundraising@columbiasecondary.org.

9. CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!
● The PTA STILL NEEDS a VP of Fundraising - the work can be mostly remote! Please email

CSSPTApresident@columbiasecondary.org if interested.
● In addition to the Bake Sale, Spirit Wear Sale and Spring Fling, we need volunteers for:

○ Need volunteers from current high school families for 9th grade high school orientation;
please contact roxanabosch@columbiasecondary.org

○ Need volunteers for for next Spirit Wear sale on Apr 3, 2023
○ Need volunteers for for Community Education Council 5 (CEC5) representation; includes

monthly meetings with representatives from all elementary and middle schools
● WHY VOLUNTEER?

○ Raises for the money for the school
○ Allows us to continue CSS traditions; without volunteers, these events are at risk.
○ Builds community
○ Meet other parents
○ Your children appreciate it!
○ Low level commitment (an hour really makes a difference!)
○ IT’s FUN!

10. VIRTUAL PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES
● Thursday 3/23 and Friday 3/24; see email from AP Gordon for signup information

Adjournment
Meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m. (90 in attendance)

NEXT PTA MEETINGS
April 18, 2023 6:15-7:30 P.M. May 16, 2023 8:30-9:30 A.M.
June 13 , 2023 6:15-7:30 P.M.

Attachments: Slide Show
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